The second group of articles dealt with the application of innovative analytical techniques for environmental purposes. Huang et al. [5] used GC-MS and GC-O (Gas Chromatography-Mass Spectrometry/Olfactometry) for the identification of volatile compounds as an attempt to monitor indoor air quality. Zhenh et al. [6] proposed a daily monitoring of yttrium and rare earth elements (YREEs) in seawater by ICP-MS (Inductively Coupled Plasma-Mass Spectrometry) coupled to a cheap flow injection system online and to a specific pre-concentration step.
The third group of research articles analyzed plant and food matrices, characterized by a high economic, ethnopharmacological, and health-promoting value. The first three articles [7] [8] [9] tried to better understand the parameters influencing the extraction of polyphenols, alkaloids, and gelatin from natural sources. The authors compared and implemented their procedures by adding enzymes (actinidin) or specific substances (magnetite). Other important papers explore exhaustively by means of innovative equipment such as UPLC-MS (Ultra Performance Liquid Chromatography-Mass Spectrometry) [10] , HSCCC (High-Speed Counter-Current Chromatography) [11] , NIR (Near Infrared spectroscopy) [12] , and UPLC-qTOF MS/UPLC-QqQ MS [13, 14] plants and their derived products. Lastly, some research articles were devoted not only to the recovery and full characterization of plant metabolites, but also to the assessment of their biological activity against a panel of pharmacologically relevant targets (acetylcholinesterase, tyrosinase, α-amylase, sirtuin 1, hematopoiesis and hemostasis, skin-whitening ability) [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] .
